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Welcome to an unforgettable nature experience!  
 
Every year since 1992, thousands of visitors have had the 
fortune to experience the bird safari near Nordkapp. A bird 
safari that according to long-time tour guide Nacho Engel from 
Spain is ”like a BBC wildlife documentary .”  

Take advantage of your moment in the north to experience one 
of Europe’s greatest and most accessible sanctuarie s of 
Atlantic birds . Be dazzled by millions of individual birds 
breeding, diving, and flying at Gjesværstappan Nature Reserve.  

 Bird safari next to Nordkapp  

This is one of your once-in-a-lifetime nature opportunities.  The 
one and a half hour boat tour leaves from Gjesvær to 
Gjesværstappan  Nature Reserve , 15 km west of the Nordkapp 
cliff.   

You will be at the Gjesværstappan 10 minutes after departure 
from the pier. On the way you may get into one of our arctic suit 
to insure a warm bird safari.  Onboard you can get a cup of 
coffee, biscuits and souvenirs. You can move freely onboard.  
We will address any question you might have.  Even the captain 
is at your disposal. Toilette facilities are onboard.  
 
To set foot on the islands is not allowed, but from the boat you 
can observe one of Norway’s largest groups of puffins and 
kittiwakes. The puffins, easily recognisable by their colourful bill, 
nest in holes in the grassy hills.  

The nesting period April to September, teems with life in the air 
and on land. Mighty White-tailed Eagles can be seen hovering 
overhead as they hunt for prey. Guillemots, Razorbills, 
Cormorants, Arctic Skuas, Fulmars, and Gannets are also part 
of the flourishing bird life at Gjesværstappan . 

What the tour guides have said about us:  

·  Great island landscape. 
   

·  The bird safari consists of different birds and happenings 
throughout the bird safari. Last time we saw an eagle 
chasing a puffin. 
   

·  Two hours of nature emotions. 
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·  Only 10 minutes out to the reserve and birds. 
   

·  No time wasted. 
   

·  The only negative about the bird safari is that it is not a 
photo safari. You don’t get real close-up shoots of the birds 
with cameras the travellers normally use. 
   

·  Low waves – seasickness is not a problem. 
   

·  What I really like is that I can guide the group myself 
together with the crew. I am allowed to use the microphone. 
   

·  The arctic suit insures a warm bird safari when needed. 
   

·  I have been a guide in Norway since 1991 and taken my 
groups to the bird safari since 2001. The bird safari is one of 
the best adventures in the country. 
   

·  Normally, the groups have no preconceived perception of 
the bird safari and are surprised afterwards. They can’t 
imagine the bird safari beforehand. 
   

·  It is easy for me to sell to the groups because there are no 
negatives that can go wrong for me.  

The Bird Road – from the moon to arctic idyll 

Honningsvåg - Gjesvær (36 km):  15 km along E69 towards 
Nordkapp. From the junction E69 / Fv156 it is 21 km to 
Gjesvær. 

The road to Gjesvær resembles at certain places a moon 
landscape. Not much grows there. Just before you can see the 
Arctic Ocean, you may think that you are on the way to 
nowhere. Then the idyllic island scene of Gjesvær comes into 
sight from the top of the hill. The contrast is magnificent. You 
arrive at our place two minutes later. You will park max 100 
meters from the boat. 

Inexpensive accommodation in Gjesvær 
 
We offer our guests a low-budget housing service.   You have 
these options: 

1. Rooms with two-three beds where you share kitchen and 
sanitary facilities with others. 
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2. Rorbu-style housing with your own kitchen and sanitary 
facilities. 
  

3. In special occasions we can arrange an apartment with a 
great view of the harbour for you and your travelling 
companions. 
  

4. Parking for mobile homes.    

If you plan a prolonged stay in Gjesvær, you find a general store 
and a post office within walking distance. 

A natural place for fishing since the Stone Age at 
71° North  
 
The Gjesvær archipelago provides a wonderful safe opportunity 
for fishing on your own so far north in Europe.  Gjesvær has 
been a natural landing spot for fisheries for thousands of years.  
The most common catch is: 

·  Cod 
·  Halibut  
·  Saithe/coalfish 
·  Haddock  
·  Redfish 
·  King crab  
·  Other catches.  

You can rent your own boat with an outboard engine from us.  
The boat will bring you to the fishing places we can recommend 
to you.   

You may also come as a large group and book 65 ft M/S 
Havsula for a fishing excursion.  

Gjesvær can also harbour outdoor activities such 
as: 

·  Hiking 
·  Sea kayaking 
·  Deep sea rafting 
·  Diving 
·  Small game hunting  
·  A visit to the Nordkapp 
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BirdSafari Café- serving your most essential needs 

Before or after the bird safari you can visit our café.   At the café 
you may use our sanitary facilities, buy postcards and other 
souvenirs, get a cup of coffee and even grab something to eat. 

M/S Havsula - Facts  

·  Length: 65 feet    
·  Building year: 1975    
·  Engine: SAAB-IVECO 540 horsepower    
·  There is plenty of deck space. All passengers can enjoy the 

safari on the deck if they so desire.   
·  Some on board equipment:  

o Toilet, shower  
o Central heating, 220V power outlet  
o Rubber boat w/ outboard motor  
o Necessary means of rescue (rafts and lifejackets)  

Welcome on board!  

Gjesvær – Vikings, war and trivia  

The first people to settle Gjesvær did it some 6000 years ago.  
The coastline with small islands breaking the arctic waves 
provided a natural and safe harbour for fishing .   

 

Gjesvær is mentioned in Snorre Sturlason’s Heimskringla 
(1225) as the first landing site from the north.  In 1026, returning 
from a raid in Russia, Tore Hund killed fellow Viking Karle in 
Gjesvær .  In 1030, Tore Hund lethally wounded Norwegian king 
Olav Haraldsson at Stiklestad.  Both killings were part of a 
revenge for the murder of Tore Hund’s nephew Asbjørn 
Selsbane in 1024. 
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The name Gjesvær has its origin in an extinct bird, the Great 
Auk .  In Norwegian: Geirfugl.  The last Geirfugl is believed to 
have been seen in Vardø, in eastern Finnmark, in the 19th 
century.   

The final stages of World War II  proved disastrous for Gjesvær 
when German troops pulled out of the area.  The whole 
community was burned to the ground in the autumn of 1944.  
Already in the summer of 1945 some of the people came back 
and started to rebuild Gjesvær. 

Until 1976 the people of Gjesvær travelled by boat.  Then the 
construction of the road between Honningsvåg and Gjesvær 
was finished and the automobile became the most important 
means of transportation.    

Today, 130 individuals live in Gjesvær. 

Gjesværstappan – an important bird sanctuary  

The Gjesværstappan became a nature reserve in 1983.  The 
environmental authorities wanted to protect important seabird 
colonies, plants and wildlife.  The land area of the reserve is 1.7 
square km.  The reserve also includes 5.5 square km of the sea 
surrounding the islands.  Between June 15th and August 15th 
you are not allowed to set foot on the biggest island: The 
Storstappen, which highest peak is 283 meters. 

The environmental authorities are very keen to protect the 
largest colony of Puffins in Finnmark.  The first observation of 
the Fulmar was made in 1978 and the numbers of Fulmars are 
increasing.  In the 1980s the Gannet established itself at 
Gjesværstappan.  Among other birds you can observe at 
Gjesværstappan are: Kittiwakes, Cormorants, Shags, 
Guillemots, Razorbills and White-tailed Eagles.   

The number of birds and the variety is great.  What is also 
special is the fact that the Stappan are so close to the 
mainland.  Few bird rocks in Europe are so accessible for 
travelling groups.   Gjesværstappan is truly an opportunity you 
should take advantage of when you travel to Nordkapp.  

BirdSafari a/s – the number two attraction at 
Nordkapp  

The Gjesværstappan has been an important part of my life ever 
since I was a young boy.  One of the small islands, the 
Kirkestappen, has been a family property for a long time.  As a 
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teenager in 1975 I brought my first tourist to the 
Gjesværstappan with my small boat.  

Tourism became our livelihood more than a decade later. My 
wife, Annita and I started to offer regular boat excursions to the 
Gjesværstappan Nature Reserve  in 1992.  The extraordinary 
bird life at the reserve has since then become the number two 
attraction at Nordkapp.  We have been pioneers in the 
ecological tourist industry in Scandinavia.  We were one of the 
first businesses to offer excursions into the wild without 
endangering the environment.   

Today, we cooperate with a number of the largest tour operators 
in Europe.  Our goal is to offer you an unforgettable nature 
experience.   

Ola Thomassen 
Owner and guide 

The bird life at Gjesværstappan 

Special presentation 
 
† Great Auk Latin (scientific) name - (Alca impennis) 
 
Gjesvær has been populated more than 6000 years.  In the 
early years, the little community was named Geirsvær. 
 
The origin of the name is the bird Geirfugl (Great Auk).  It was 
the largest species in the group that include puffins and 
guillemots. 
 
It became extinct in 1844 after 300 years of careless hunting. 
The Great Auk was completely flightless.  The legs were near 
the tail, giving the bird an upright posture on land, like that of a 
penguin. In fact, the first scientific name was Pinguinus 
impennis (impennis = without wings) and, furthermore, the 
penguins in the Antarctic got their name from the Great Auk.   
 
However, it was renamed – Alca impennis - when it became 
evident that it was related to the auks.  The Great Auk was 
much bigger than the auks of today.  70 – 80 cm from bill to tail.  
Whereas living auks weigh from 90 grams to 1 kg, the Great 
Auk weighed 5 kg.  

 
Puffin  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


